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CITIES FOR LIFE is the proposal Medellin wants to make to today’s world. We have one goal: 
to bring together knowledge from around the world in a solidary, methodological and innovative 
way in order to solve complex challenges for the cities of today and tomorrow, and for their 
residents. 
 
To accomplish this, Medellin will host the CITIES FOR LIFE Global Meeting 2015 
(http://citiesfor.life) on August 31st and September 1st.  
 
The meeting will have two components; political and technical. 
 
POLITICAL COMPONENT: This component, which will be the focus of the first day of the 
meeting, will allow mayors, and city leaders to open a debate regarding the role of cities in a 
globalized world and the main challenges they face today. 
 
This component will also include a space for mayors, city officials, and city leaders to work 
together in a plenary session to build agreements on the way in which these challenges should 
be met. They will also be able to define goals to be achieved or guidelines for action as we 
create more effective cities for comprehensive human development.  
 
The declaration created during this plenary session will be announced in a national and 
international press conference.. 
 
In the evening, the CITIES FOR LIFE platform will be officially launched. Participating cities will 
make a commitment to work together using this tool. In addition, the city to host the CITIES FOR 
LIFE Global Meeting 2016 will be elected. 
 
TECHNICAL COMPONENT: This component, which will be addressed during part of the first 
day and all of the second day, will allow urban experts, city leaders, and other participants to 
develop a process for defining challenges, sharing experiences and concerns, and building 
agreements that will become a series of general technical recommendations for facing current 
and future challenges for cities.  
 
We will offer six co-creation sessions corresponding to each of the meeting’s central topics:  

● Environment  
● Government 
● Mobility 
● Security 
● Social Development 
● Urban Planning and Design 



 

 

 
In addition, two sessions with special topics will be offered: 
 

● Smart City and Citizen in light of Cities for Life  
● Living Labs & open and disruptive Innovation Spaces 

 
These sessions will include spaces for presenting and analyzing innovation success stories, 
sharing concerns and ideas for solutions, and creating agreements for future efforts. 

 
 

FIRST DAY  
AUGUST 31st 

 

7:30 - 8:00 am REGISTRATION AND CREDENTIALS  
(Entrance Hall) 

 
 

8:00 - 9:00 am 

OPENING CEREMONY 
(Main Auditorium) 

 
 

Juan Camilo Quintero Medina 
Executive Director of Ruta N 

Medellin, Colombia 
 

Maravillas Rojo Torrecilla 
General Secretary of CIDEU 

Barcelona, Spain 
 

Anna Wellenstein 
Director of the Disaster Risk Control and Urban Development group at the World Bank in Latin 

America and the Caribbean, World Bank 
Washington, USA 

 
Elkin Velásquez Monsalve 

Director of the Regional Office for Latin American and the Caribbean, UN-Habitat 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

 
Carolina Barco Isakson 

Coordinator of the Emergent and Sustainable Cities Platform, IDB 
Bogota, Colombia 

 
Daniel Rivera 

Director of Social Development Projects, CAF 
Bogota, Colombia 

 
Aníbal Gaviria Correa 

Mayor of Medellin 
Medellin, Colombia 

 



 

 

9:00 - 10:00 am 

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS SESSIONS 
(Main Auditorium) 

 
The role and the importance of academic institutions and networks between 

universities in building Cities for Life to provide specific knowledge to the reach of 
cities 

Suresh V. Garimella, Executive Vice President of Research and Partnerships, Purdue 
University 

West Lafayette, IN, USA 
 

How can technology help us to sense the sentiments of citizens? 
Carlo Ratti, Director of the MIT Senseable City Lab  

Torino, Italy and Cambridge, MA, USA 
 

10:00 - 11:00 am 

Dialogue No.1 
THE SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION OF HABITAT 

(Main Auditorium) 
 

Pilar Conesa (Moderator) 
CEO of Anteverti & Smart City Expo World Congress Curator 

Barcelona, Spain 
 

Carlos Mario Yory García 
International consultant on topics of habitat and social development 

Bogota, Colombia 
 

Larry Ng Lye Hock 
Group Director, Architecture & Urban Design Excellence (Singapore's Urban Redevelopment 

Authority) 
Singapore, Singapore 

 
Olivier Renard 

Director of ‘Cabinet at Mairie de Paris’ 
Paris, France 

 
Kerstin Torseke Hulthén 

Program Architect at Malmö City Planning Office 
Malmö, Sweden 

 
Uriel Babszyc 

Sustainability and Green Building Director, Tel-Aviv Yaffo 
Tel Aviv, Israel 

 



 

 

11:00 - 12:00 m 

Dialogue No.2 
CITIES FOR LIFE CONCEPT 

(Main Auditorium) 
 

Aníbal Gaviria Correa (Moderator), Mayor of Medellin 
Medellin, Colombia 

 
Luis Revilla Herrero, Mayor of La Paz 

La Paz, Bolivia 
 

Helen Torrealba de Fernández, Deputy mayor of the metropolitan Mayor´s office of Caracas 
Caracas, Venezuela 

 
Margarita Arellanes Cervantes, Mayor of Monterrey 

Monterrey, Mexico 
 

Gong Haijie 
Deputy Secretary General of the People's Government of Guangzhou Municipality 

Guangzhou, China 
 

Patricia de Lille, Mayor of Cape Town 
Cape Town, South Africa 

 
Minerva Tantoco, Chief Technology Officer at New York City 

New York, USA 
 

 

12:00 - 2:15 pm 
 

LUNCH AND NETWORKING 
 

 

2:15 – 5:30 pm 

VIP PLENARY SESSION (MAYORS AND THEIR ASSISTANTS )  
AND  

SIGNATURE OF THE DECLARATION CITIES FOR LIFE 
(Main Auditorium. By invitation only) 

PARALLEL SESSIONS 
CO-CREATION SESSIONS 

Social Development 
Government 
Environment 

Mobility 
Planning and Urban Design 

Security 
Smart City and Citizen in light of Cities for Life 

Living Labs & open and disruptive Innovation Spaces 
 
 
  



 

 

SESSION OF CO-CREATION 
TOPIC: SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 

DAY 1 
2:15 – 5:30 pm 

 

Diego Osorio Professor at Montreal 
University Facilitator Montreal, Canada 

Carlos Mario Yory García 
International consultant on 
topics of habitat and social 

development 
Principal Expert Bogota, Colombia 

Jeff Merritt Director of Innovation, 
New York City 

Free Internet + More: 
Building the world's largest 
and fastest municipal WiFi 

network 
New York, USA 

Iván Darío Sánchez Hoyos Director of Isvimed Neighbors and Friends Medellin, Colombia 

Domenico Di Siena Founder and Director of 
Urbano Humano Civic Wise Formia, Italy 

Lori Cooper Chief Delivery Officer, 
Alberta Human Services Alberta Human Services Alberta, Canada 

Oriol Balaguer Juliá 

Director of NEARCO 
BARCELONA and 

international consultant at 
UN-Habitat 

From economic growth to 
social development in the 

22@ of Barcelona 
Barcelona, Spain 

Paul Howard 
Senior Director of 

Knowledge Exchange, 
Community Solutions 

Using Campaigns and 
Agile Problem Solving to 

Solve Complex Social 
Issues: Lessons Learned 
from the 100,000 Homes 

Campaign 

New York, USA 

Margarita Ángel Bernal 

CEO of Empresa de 
Desarrollo Urbano EDU 

(Urban Development 
Company) 

Jardín Circunvalar de 
Medellín Medellin, Colombia 

Marina Klemensiewicz Secretary of Habitat and 
Inclusion of Buenos Aires 

Social Management of 
Habitat at informal 

settlements in the City of 
Buenos Aires 

Buenos Aires, Argentina 

 
 

SESSION OF CO-CREATION 
TOPIC: GOVERNMENT 

DAY 1 
2:15 – 5:30 pm 

 

Víctor Mulas ICT Innovation Specialist 
at the World Bank Facilitator Washington D.C., USA 

Carolina Pozo Donoso 
  

 

Secretary General - 
Planning & Open 

Government      
Principal Expert Quito, Ecuador 

Juan Camilo Quintero 
Medina 

Executive Director of  
Ruta N Ruta N Medellin, Colombia 



 

 

Taichi Goto 

President of Region Works 
LLC and Executive Adviser 

of Fukuoka Directive 
Council 

Innovation Studio Fukuoka Fukuoka, Japan 

Ivar Björkman Executive Director 
OpenLab Stockholm Mindsets for change Stockholm, Sweden 

Nicole Neditch Fellowship Director at 
Code for America Code for Oakland San Francisco, USA 

Mickey Gitzin 
Member of the city council 
and Executive Director of 

"Be Free Israel" 
Digitel - Engaging Citizens Tel Aviv, Israel 

 
 

SESSION OF CO-CREATION 
TOPIC: ENVIRONMENT 

DAY 1 
2:15 – 5:30 pm 

 

Rowan Francis Simonsen Upstream Consulting, 
Founder and Director Facilitator Bogota, Colombia 

Maurice Bernard 
Director of the French 

Agency for Development in 
Colombia 

Principal Expert Paris, France 

Antonio Vargas del Valle General Manager Parques 
del Río Parques del Río Medellin, Colombia 

Craig Kesson 
Director of Policy and 
Strategy City of Cape 

Town 

Low energy solutions for 
low-income households. Cape Town, South Africa 

Carlos Portinho Municipal Secretary for 
Housing Morar Carioca Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

Etai Pinkas Advisor and Consultant Tel 
Aviv City Tel Aviv Urban Parks Tel Aviv, Israel 

Carolina Barco Isakson and 
Ramiro López Ghio 

Coordinator of the 
Emergent and Sustainable 

Cities Platform, IDB / 
Fiscal and municipal 

development specialist, 
IDB (Responsible for CIED 

in Colombia) 

ICES - Iniciativa Ciudades 
Emergentes y  Sostenibles Washington, USA 

Carlos Salazar Echavarría Sustainability Manager 
Findeter 

Bucaramanga: A 
sustainable and 
Competitive City 

Bucaramanga, Colombia 

Hernán Darío Elejalde and 
Ana Milena Joya Camacho 

Director of the 
Metropolitan Area of the 
Aburra Valley / Deputy 
Environmental Director 
Metropolitan Area of the 

Aburra Valley 

Environmental System - 
SIATA Medellin, Colombia 

 
  



 

 

SESSION OF CO-CREATION 
TOPIC: MOBILITY 

DAY 1 
2:15 – 5:30 pm 

 

Marina González Magaña Projects Manager of 
PIDES Social Innovation Facilitator Mexico city, Mexico 

Soraya Azán 

Head executive for the 
transportation sector, CAF-

Latin American 
Development Bank 

Principal Expert Caracas, Venezuela 

Constanza Gómez Mont Director of PIDES 
Innovación 

Reimaginando las 
ciudades: Mapatón CDMX Mexico city, Mexico 

Claudia Restrepo Montoya CEO of Metro de Medellin Metro of Medellin Medellin, Colombia 

Steffen Becker Chief Design Officer at 
Dotopen 

Philippine Transit App 
Challenge Barcelona, Spain 

Gunso Kim Chair of Board at 
Daumsoft, Inc. Late Night Buses Seoul, Korea 

Felipe Targa Sr. Urban Transport 
Specialist, World Bank 

Citizen participation in 
urban construction and 

pedestrian-oriented 
development 

Cali, Colombia 

 
SESSION OF CO-CREATION 

TOPIC: URBAN PLANNING AND DESIGN 
DAY 1 

2:15 – 5:30 pm 
 

Álvaro García Resta 

Project Coordinator of 
Urban Innovation, 

Ministry of Economic 
Development, Chief of the 

Cabinet of Ministers, 
Government of the 
Autonomous City of 

Buenos Aires 

Facilitator Buenos Aires, Argentina 

Jorge Pérez Jaramillo 
Director of the 

Administrative Planning 
Department of the Medellin 

Mayor’s Office 

Principal Expert Medellin, Colombia 

Uriel Babczyk 
Sustainability and Green 

Building Director, Tel-Aviv 
Yaffo 

The journey to the 
Emerald City - The Green 
Building and Public Space 
Revolution in Tel Aviv Yafo 

Tel Aviv, Israel 

Felipe Arboleda Director of Inspira Lab Centro Imaginado de 
Medellin Medellin, Colombia 

Nidhi Gulati Project Associate PPS 
(Project for Public Spaces) 

The lighter, quicker, 
cheaper of public spaces New York, USA 

Larry Ng Lye Hock 
Group Director, 

Architecture & Urban 
Design Excellence 

Shaping Singapore Singapore, Singapore 

Hernando Gómez Botero 
and Edgar Cataño 

Manager of special 
projects at Grupo Argos / 

UN-Habitat 
Cities Transformation Medellin, Colombia 



 

 

Olivier Renard Director of Cabinet at 
Mairie of Paris Reinventing Paris Paris, France 

Juan Esteban Calle 
Restrepo 

CEO of Empresas 
Públicas de Medellín 

Unidades de Vida 
Articulada - UVAS Medellin, Colombia 

 
SESSION OF CO-CREATION 

TOPIC: SECURITY 
DAY 1 

2:15 – 5:30 pm 
 

Hallie Rocklin Applebaum Open Innovation Specialist 
at the World Bank Facilitator Washington, USA 

Mark Ploszay 
Global Defence and 

National Security 
Specialist IBM 

Principal Expert Cambridge, UK 

Juan David Duque 

 
Special Advisor to the 
Chief Crime Strategist, 
NYPD - Office of the 

Deputy Commissioner of 
Operations 

Mobile Phone Theft - NYC New York, USA 

Luis Fernando Suárez 
Vélez 

Secretary Deputy Mayor of 
Governability, Security, 

and Citizen Services 

Transformation of 
Medellin, from the most 
violent city to the world's 

most innovative 

Medellin, Colombia 

Karen Volker Executive Director of 
Colombia Líder Cure Violence Washington, USA 

Julio Brizzi Secretary of Youth of 
Fortaleza Youth violence prevention Fortaleza, Brazil 

Ana María Sanjuán 
Senior Advisor, CAF- 

Development Bank of Latin 
American 

Major urban challenges to 
public safety Caracas, Venezuela 

Paulo Roberto Xavier de 
Moraes 

Executive Secretary of 
Human Rights in the 
Prefecture of Recife 

Human Rights on 
Neighborhood Recife, Brazil 

 
SESSION OF CO-CREATION 

TOPIC: SMART CITY AND CITIZEN IN LIGHT OF CITIES FOR LIFE 
DAY 1 

2:15 – 5:30 pm 
 

Michel Sudarskis 
General Secretary of International 
Urban Development Association 

(INTA) 
Paris, France 

Carlos Moreno Chair Professor and president of Live 
in a Living City (LIALC) Forum Paris, France 

Esteve Almirall 
Director of IIK-CIC Center of 

Innovation in Cities, at ESADE 
Business & Law School 

Barcelona, Spain 

Robert Spizzichino Engineer Architect, Atelier du Grand 
Paris Paris, France 

Francis Pisani 
Co-chair Participolis Prospectives on 
Innovation, creation cities, and smart 

citizens 
Paris, France 



 

 

Antoni Gutiérrez Rubí Communications Advisor and Politics 
consultant Barcelona, Spain 

Augusto Barrera 
Former Mayor of Quito, Chairman 

Centro de Investigación de Políticas 
Públicas y Territorio (CITE) 

Quito, Ecuador 

Fernando Nunes da Silva Councilor with responsibility for 
Mobility, Lisbon City Hall Lisbon, Portugal 

Kerstin Torseke Hulthen Program Architect at Malmö City 
Planning Office Malmö, Sweden 

Pilar Conesa CEO of Anteverti & Smart City Expo 
World Congress Curator. Barcelona, Spain 

 
SESSION OF CO-CREATION 

TOPIC: LIVING LABS & OPEN AND DISRUPTIVE INNOVATION SPACES 
DAY 1 

2:15 – 5:30 pm 
 

Catalina Castaño 
Director of programmatic 

Development, Ruta N  Ruta 
N 

Facilitator Medellin, Colombia 

Laura García Vitoria 

LEILAC founder and 
scientific director of the 
Territories of Tomorrow 

Foundation 

Principal Expert Paris, France 

Héctor Iván Rendón Vélez 

Leader of social strategy 
and communications - 

Distrito Medellinnovation, 
Ruta N 

Medellinnovation District Medellin, Colombia 

Luis Carlos Guedes Pinho General Coordinator Lab 
Rio 

Open Generation - Rio's 
Experience on Public 

Innovation 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

Juan Pablo Espinosa Director of Tribuinnovación QuitoLabs Quito, Ecuador 

André Jean-Marc Loechel 
and Adrian Henin 

President of Fondation des 
Territoires de Demain 

The transformation of a 
planet takes place in a Lab Paris, France 

Derk Norde 
Co-Founder of Impact Hub 

Medellin & CIO, 
MovingWorlds.org 

Impact Hub Medellin Medellin, Colombia 

 

5:00 – 6:00 pm 

 
MEETING COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE 

WORLD BANK 
(for member cities) 

 
 

5:30 - 6:00 pm VISIT  
PAVILION MEDELLÍN & STAND OF RUTA N and MIMEDELLÍN 

 

7:00 - 9:00 pm LAUNCHING CEREMONY OF THE CITIES FOR LIFE ECOSYSTEM 
(Restricted access) 



 

 

 
 

SECOND DAY 
SEPTEMBER 1st 

 
 

8:00 - 9:30 am  

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS SESSIONS 
 (Main Auditorium) 

 
What kind of urban intelligence in our changing world?  

 Carlos Moreno 
Professor and urban expert, President of Forum Live in a Living City, LIALC 

Paris, France 
 

Open Data for Economic Growth: how open data changes lives of citizens  
 Steven Adler, Chief Information Strategist at IBM 

New York, USA 
 

 

9:30 - 11:10 pm 

PRESENTATIONS OF URBAN INNOVATION SUCCESS STORIES 

Fábrica de Cultura - 
Promoting Culture, 

Innovation and Urban 
Sustainability 

Lea Rüefenacht 
Research & Design 
Project Manager for 

the ETH - IDB 
Initiative 

Zürich, Switzerland 

Ciudadelas 
Universitarias 

Sergio Roldán 
Gutiérrez 

General Director of 
the Medellin Agency 
of Higher Education, 

SAPIENCIA 
Medellin, Colombia 

Solidarity, 
Community, 

Resilience: Looking 
at Community-driven 
Responses to Urban 

Challenges 

Line Algoed 

Programme 
Manager, Building 

and Social Housing 
Foundation (BSHF) 

London, UK 

Wheels: Improve 
Mobility based on 

trust 

Wilber Jiménez 
Hernández 

Executive Director of 
Wheels Bogota, Colombia 

Local agriculture 
productive chain as a 

spatial, social, and 
economic 

development strategy 

Fernando Mello Secretary of Urban 
Development Sao Paulo, Brazil 

 



 

 

11:10 - 11:45 am 

Dialogue No.3  
HOW TECHNOLOGY CONTRIBUTES TO CONSTRUCT OPEN  

AND SMART CITIES FOR LIFE 
(Main Auditorium) 

 
Miguel Aristizábal (Moderator), Director Cities for Life 

Medellin, Colombia 
 

Francis Pisani, Co-chair Participolis Prospectives on Innovation, creation cities, and smart 
citizens 

Paris, France 
 

Jorge Eduardo Rojas Giraldo, Mayor of Manizales 
Manizales, Colombia 

 
Minerva Tantoco, Chief Technology Officer, NYC 

New York, USA 
 

Fabio A. Enríquez Uribe, Cisco Consulting, Latin America Lead 
Bogota, Colombia 

 
 

11:45 - 12:30 am 

Dialogue No.4 
THE ROLE OF THE PRIVATE SECTOR IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF CITIES FOR LIFE 

(Main Auditorium) 
 
 

Jorge Pérez Jaramillo (Moderator), Director of the Administrative Planning Department of the 
Medellin Mayor’s Office 

Medellin, Colombia 
 

Gianluca Galletto, Director of international affairs at NYCEDC 
New York, USA 

 
Karen Labrador Araújo, Executive Director of Colombia Líder 

Bogota, Colombia 
 

Takahito Kosuge, Director for General Affairs Department, International Affairs Bureau of 
Yokohama 

Yokohama, Japan 
 

Kristtian Rada, Program Leader for Cities and Governments 
IFC - Latin America and the Caribbean Region 

Bogota, Colombia 
 

 



 

 

9:30 - 12:30 am 

PARALLEL SESSIONS 
CO-CREATION SESSIONS 

Social Development 
Government 
Environment 

Mobility 
Planning and Urban Design 

Security 
Smart City and Citizen in light of Cities for Life 

Living Labs & open and disruptive Innovation Spaces 
 

SESSION OF CO-CREATION 
TOPIC: SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 

DAY 2 
9:30 - 12:30 am 

 

Diego Osorio Professor at Montreal University 
Facilitator Montreal, Canada 

Carlos Mario Yory García 
International consultant on topics of 

habitat and social development 
Principal Expert 

Bogota, Colombia 

Jeff Merritt Director of Innovation, New York City New York, USA 
Iván Darío Sánchez Hoyos Director of Isvimed Medellin, Colombia 

Domenico Di Siena Founder and Director of Urbano 
Humano Formia, Italy 

Lori Cooper Chief Delivery Officer, Alberta 
Human Services Alberta, Canada 

Oriol Balaguer Juliá 
Director of NEARCO BARCELONA 
and international consultant at UN-

Habitat 
Barcelona, Spain 

Paul Howard Senior Director of Knowledge 
Exchange, Community Solutions New York, USA 

Margarita Ángel Bernal 
CEO Empresa de Desarrollo Urbano 

EDU (Urban Development 
Company) 

Medellin, Colombia 

Marina Klemensiewicz Secretary of Habitat and Inclusion of 
Buenos Aires Buenos Aires, Argentina 

 
SESSION OF CO-CREATION 

TOPIC: GOVERNMENT 
DAY 2 

9:30 - 12:30 am 
 

Víctor Mulas ICT Innovation Specialist 
at the World Bank Facilitator Washington D.C., USA 

Carolina Pozo Donoso 
  

 

Secretary General - 
Planning & Open 

Government      
Principal Expert Quito, Ecuador 

Juan Camilo Quintero 
Medina 

Executive Director of Ruta 
N Ruta N Medellin, Colombia 

Taichi Goto 

President of Region Works 
LLC and Executive Adviser 

of Fukuoka Directive 
Council 

Innovation Studio Fukuoka Fukuoka, Japan 



 

 

Ivar Björkman Executive Director 
OpenLab Stockholm Mindsets for change Stockholm, Sweden 

Nicole Neditch Fellowship Director at 
Code for America Code for Oakland San Francisco, USA 

Mickey Gitzin 
Member of the city council 
and Executive Director of 

"Be Free Israel" 
Digitel - Engaging Citizens Tel Aviv, Israel 

 
SESSION OF CO-CREATION 

TOPIC: ENVIRONMENT 
DAY 2 

9:30 - 12:30 am 
 

Rowan Francis Simonsen Upstream Consulting, Founder and Director 
Facilitator Bogota, Colombia 

Maurice Bernard 
Director of the French Agency for Development in 

Colombia 
Principal Expert 

Paris, France 

Antonio Vargas del Valle General Manager Parques del Río Medellin, Colombia 
Craig Kesson Director of Policy and Strategy City of Cape Town Cape Town, South Africa 

Carlos Portinho Municipal Secretary for Housing Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 
Etai Pinkas Advisor and Consultant Tel Aviv City Tel Aviv, Israel 

Carolina Barco Isakson and 
Ramiro López Ghio 

Coordinator of the Emergent and Sustainable Cities 
Platform, IDB / Fiscal and municipal development 

specialist, IDB (Responsible for CIED in Colombia) 
Washington, USA 

Carlos Salazar Echavarría Sustainability Manager Findeter Bucaramanga, Colombia 

Hernán Darío Elejalde and 
Ana Milena Joya Camacho 

Director of the Metropolitan Area of the Aburra Valley / 
Deputy Environmental Director Metropolitan Area of the 

Aburra Valley 
Medellin, Colombia 

 
SESSION OF CO-CREATION 

TOPIC: MOBILITY 
DAY 2 

9:30 - 12:30 am 
 

Marina González Magaña Projects Manager of PIDES Social Innovation 
Facilitator Mexico city, Mexico 

Soraya Azán 
Head executive for the transportation sector, CAF-Latin 

American Development Bank 
Principal Expert 

Caracas, Venezuela 

Constanza Gómez Mont Director of PIDES Innovación Mexico city, Mexico 
Claudia Restrepo Montoya CEO, Metro de Medellin Medellin, Colombia 

Steffen Becker Chief Design Officer at Dotopen Barcelona, Spain 
Gunso Kim Chair of Board at Daumsoft, Inc. Seoul, Korea 

Felipe Targa Sr. Urban Transport Specialist, World Bank Cali, Colombia 
 
  



 

 

SESSION OF CO-CREATION 
TOPIC: URBAN PLANNING AND DESIGN 

DAY 2 
9:30 - 12:30 am 

 

Álvaro García Resta 

Architect, Office of the 
Transportation Undersecretary of the 

City of Buenos Aires 
Facilitator 

Buenos Aires, Argentina 

Jorge Pérez Jaramillo 
Director of the Administrative 

Planning Department of the Medellin 
Mayor’s Office 

Principal Expert 

Medellin, Colombia 

Uriel Babczyk Sustainability and Green Building 
Director, Tel-Aviv Yaffo Tel Aviv, Israel 

Felipe Arboleda Director of Inspira Lab Medellin, Colombia 

Nidhi Gulati Project Associate PPS (Project for 
Public Spaces) New York, USA 

Larry Ng Lye Hock Group Director, Architecture & Urban 
Design Excellence Singapore, Singapore 

Hernando Gómez Botero and Edgar 
Cataño 

Manager of special projects at Grupo 
Argos / UN-Habitat Medellin, Colombia 

Olivier Renard Director of Cabinet at Mairie of Paris Paris, France 

Horacio Valencia Corrales 
Head of Department of Sustainable 
Urban Interventions at Empresas 

Públicas de Medellín 
Medellin, Colombia 

 
SESSION OF CO-CREATION 

TOPIC: SECURITY 
DAY 2 

9:30 - 12:30 AM 
 

Hallie Rocklin Applebaum Open Innovation Specialist at the World Bank 
Facilitator Washington, USA 

Mark Ploszay Global Defence and National Security Specialist IBM 
Principal Expert Cambridge, UK 

Juan David Duque 
 

Special Advisor to the Chief Crime Strategist, NYPD - 
Office of the Deputy Commissioner of Operations 

New York City, USA 

Luis Fernando Suárez 
Vélez 

Secretary Deputy Mayor of Governability, Security, and 
Citizen Services Medellin, Colombia 

Karen Volker Executive Director of Colombia Líder Washington, USA 
Julio Brizzi Secretary of Youth of Fortaleza Fortaleza, Brazil 

Ana María Sanjuán Senior Advisor, CAF- Development Bank of Latin 
American Caracas, Venezuela 

Paulo Roberto Xavier de 
Moraes 

Executive Secretary of Human Rights in the Prefecture 
of Recife Recife, Brazil 

 
  



 

 

SESSION OF CO-CREATION 
TOPIC: SMART CITY AND CITIZEN IN LIGHT OF CITIES FOR LIFE 

DAY 2 
9:30 - 12:30 am 

 

Michel Sudarskis 
General Secretary of International 
Urban Development Association 

(INTA) 
Paris, France 

Carlos Moreno Chair Professor and president of Live 
in a Living City (LIALC) Forum Paris, France 

Esteve Almirall 
Director of IIK-CIC Center of 

Innovation in Cities, at ESADE 
Business & Law School 

Barcelona, Spain 

Robert Spizzichino Engineer Architect, Atelier du Grand 
Paris Paris, France 

Francis Pisani 
Co-chair Participolis Prospectives on 
Innovation, creation cities, and smart 

citizens 
Paris, France 

Antoni Gutiérrez Rubí Communications Advisor and Politics 
consultant Barcelona, Spain 

Augusto Barrera 
Former Mayor of Quito, Chairman 

Centro de Investigación de políticas 
públicas y territorio (CITE) 

Quito, Ecuador 

Fernando Nunes da Silva Councilor with responsibility for 
Mobility, Lisbon City Hall Lisbon, Portugal 

Kerstin Torseke Hulthen Program Architect at Malmö City 
Planning Office Malmö, Sweden 

Pilar Conesa CEO of Anteverti & Smart City Expo 
World Congress Curator. Barcelona, Spain 

 
SESSION OF CO-CREATION 

TOPIC: LIVING LABS & OPEN AND DISRUPTIVE INNOVATION SPACES 
DAY 2 

9:30 - 12:30 am 
 

Catalina Castaño 
Director of programmatic 

Development, Ruta N  Ruta N 
Facilitator 

Medellin, Colombia 

Laura García Vitoria 
LEILAC founder and scientific director of the Territories of 

Tomorrow Foundation 
Principal Expert 

Paris, France 

Héctor Iván Rendón Vélez Leader of social strategy and communications - Distrito 
Medellinnovation, Ruta N Medellin, Colombia 

Luis Carlos Guedes Pinho General Coordinator Lab Rio Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

Juan Pablo Espinosa Director of Tribuinnovación Ecuador 

André Jean-Marc Loechel 
and Adrian Henin President of Fondation des Territoires de Demain Paris, France 

Derk Norde Co-Founder of Impact Hub Medellin & CIO, 
MovingWorlds.org Medellin, Colombia 

 



 

 

12:30 – 2:00 pm 
LUNCH  

Opening Remarks by World Bank 
Caja de Madera (by invitation only)  

 

2:00 – 3:00 pm 

Dialogue No. 5 
TWINNING MULTILATERAL COOPERATION BETWEEN CITIES  

(Main Auditorium) 
 
 

Anamaría Botero Mora (Moderator), Executive Director of the Agency for Cooperation and 
Investment of Medellin and the Metropolitan Area 

Bogota, Colombia 
 

Alejandro Gamboa Castilla, Director of the Presidential Agency for International Cooperation 
of Colombia (APC) 
Bogota, Colombia 

 
Fernando Guzmán Rodríguez, Executive Director of the Colombian Association of Capital 

Cities (ACCC) 
Bogota, Colombia 

 
Hernán Darío Elejalde, Director of the Metropolitan Area of the Aburra Valley 

Medellin, Colombia 
 

Alfonso Vergara, President of Fundación Metrópoli 
Madrid, Spain 

 

3:00 – 4:00 pm 

Dialogue No. 6 
THE ROLE OF FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF CITIES FOR LIFE  

(Main Auditorium) 
 
 

Luis Felipe Hoyos Vieira (Moderator), Secretary Deputy Mayor of Economic Development, 
Internationalization, ICT, and Public-Private Partnerships 

Medellin, Colombia 
 

Carolina Barco Isakson, Coordinator of the Emergent and Sustainable Cities Platform, IDB 
Bogota, Colombia 

 
Ramiro López Ghio, Fiscal and municipal development specialist, IDB 

Bogota, Colombia 
 

Daniel Rivera, Director of social development projects, CAF 
Bogota, Colombia 

 
Luis Fernando Arboleda González, President of Findeter 

Bogotá, Colombia 
 

Ede Ijjasz Vásquez, Senior Director for the Social, Urban, Rural and Resilience Global 
Practice, Urban, Rural & Social Development, World Bank Washington, USA 

 
 



 

 

4:00 – 4:30 pm 

EXCHANGE OF RESULTS OF THE  
 CO-CREATION SESSIONS 

 (Main Auditorium) 
 

Government 
Carolina Pozo Donoso, Secretary General - Planning & Open Government                        

 Buenos Aires, Argentina 
 

Social Development  
Carlos Mario Yory García, International consultant on topics of habitat and social development 

Bogota, Colombia 
 

Mobility 
Soraya Azán, Head executive for the transportation sector, CAF-Latin American Development 

Bank 
Caracas, Venezuela 

 
Environment  

Maurice Bernard, Director of the French Agency for Development in Colombia, Paris, France 
 

Urban Planning and Design 
Jorge Pérez Jaramillo, Director of the Administrative Planning Department of the Medellin 

Mayor’s Office 
Medellin, Colombia 

 
Security 

Mark Ploszay, Global Defence, National Security, Law Enforcement Specialist (SME) 
Cambridge, UK 

 
Living labs & open and disruptive innovation spaces  

Laura García Vitoria, LEILAC founder and scientific director of the Territories of Tomorrow 
Foundation 

Paris, France 
 

Smart City and Citizen in light of Cities for Life 
Carlos Moreno, Professor and urban expert  
Michel Sudarskis, Secretary General INTA 

Paris, France 
 

Miguel Aristizábal, Director of Cities for Life & MiMedellin, Medellin, Colombia 
 
 



 

 

4:30 – 5:00 pm 

CLOSING CEREMONY 
 

Elkin Velásquez Monsalve, Director of the Regional Office for Latin American and the 
Caribbean, UN-Habitat 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

 
Daniel Rivera, Director of social development projects, CAF 

Carolina Barco Isakson, Coordinator of the Emergent and Sustainable Cities Platform, IDB 
Bogota, Colombia 

 
Ede Ijjasz-Vásquez, Senior Director for the Social, Urban, Rural and Resilience Global 

Practice, Urban, Rural & Social Development, World Bank 
Washington, USA 

 
Carolina Barco Isakson 

Coordinator of the Emergent and Sustainable Cities Platform, IDB 
Bogota, Colombia 

 
Aníbal Gaviria, Mayor of Medellin, Medellin, Colombia 

 
 
 

CITIES FOR LIFE 
 

http://www.citiesfor.life 
info@citiesfor.life 

@CitiesFLife – #citiesforlife 
 


